[image: image1.png]EAgricultural
BusinessCouncil
of KansasCity



Agricultural Business Council of Kansas City

P.O. Box 26426

Kansas City, MO  64196

News Release

For Immediate Release


The Agricultural Business Council celebrates region’s agricultural legacy by honoring achievements of four Heartland business leaders


June 5, 2009, Kansas City, MO -- A packed house gathered within the historic walls of the Kansas City Club, May 22, to celebrate four of the region's most inspiring business leaders being honored by The Agricultural Business Council of Kansas City. The 2009 Award for Agricultural Leadership and Excellence, named in honor of the late Jay B. Dillingham, was awarded to R. Crosby Kemper, Jr., UMB Financial Corporation; Joerg Ohle, Bayer Animal Health and Morton Sosland, Sosland Publishing for outstanding contributions to agricultural and food related businesses. The Outstanding Volunteer of the Year went to Gina Bowman, CVR Energy.


“These individuals are legacy builders. Their spirit, innovation and vision have had a positive and lasting effect on our community and the way the public perceives modern day agri-business. Agriculture is no longer just farming, ranching and processing – it also includes bio science and security, animal pharmaceuticals, energy and commerce. Their personal success and excitement for their own business enterprises has spilled over to create new business opportunities for so many others. That’s worth celebrating,” says Bob Petersen, chairman of the Agricultural Business Council of Kansas City.

In his welcoming remarks, Kansas City Mayor Mark Funkhouser noted agriculture continues to be a dominant force in the area even though the stockyards have been gone a long time.

R. Crosby Kemper, Jr., chairman emeritus of UMB Financial Corporation, has been one of Kansas City’s leading civic figures for over 50 years. From a storefront bank with first-day deposits of $1,100 in 1913, the growth of the UMB Financial Corporation is a keen example of American free enterprise with assets exceeding $8.9 billion and banks located throughout Missouri and six other states. Elected president of UMB in 1959, Kemper served at the helm of UMB for more than 30 years guiding the bank through times of expansion and change.  

Although Kemper built a banking empire, he told the agribusiness audience that “all wealth comes out of the ground, and Kansas City people should know it.” He mentioned Kansas City’s prominence as a distribution hub with the number of rail lines coming through the city 
second only to Chicago. “We’re a great distribution center, and that’s why we’re feeling the recession less intensely,” he said. “Why don’t we scream about it!” 

From the arts to the American Royal to youth programs, Kemper has played a pivotal role in the community. In 1996, he and his son, Sandy, founded the Agriculture Future of America -- an organization whose mission is to identify and support college men and women seeking careers in the agriculture and food industry.  Each year, students participate in the internship component and receive scholarships.  More than 5,500 students have benefited from the AFA Leaders Conference.

Joerg Ohle, president and general manager of Bayer Corporation’s Animal Health Division, North America, oversees the management and strategic direction of the company's North American animal health operations for livestock and companion animals. With 31 years at Bayer, Ohle's career, which began in Germany in 1977, literally spans the globe form El Salvador to East Africa and the Middle East. As chair of the Kansas City Animal Health Corridor, Ohle has inspired and led the formation of the Animal Health Corridor -- an effort which is building on the region’s success as a hub for animal health and bio science companies to attract even more businesses into the region.

“I very much appreciate the recognition and am quite humbled to be in the company of my co-award honorees,” Ohle said who had been called back to Germany for meetings and was unable to attend the ceremony.

Morton Sosland shared the podium with the others as the third recipient. He not only made agricultural history, he wrote about it.  A Kansas City native and WWII veteran, Sosland joined the family-owned Sosland Publishing Co., a publishing company that primarily focused on the worldwide grain and food processing industries. The editor-in-chief of the weekly Milling & Baking News for 40 years, Sosland had served as president and chairman of the publishing company, a role that he has passed to his son, Charles. His grandson, Meyer Joseph Sosland, is managing editor of World Grain Magazine, representing the fifth generation to be involved in the publishing business.

“It was never a boring job,” Sosland said about covering the grain and food industry. “Food issues have replaced sex as a morality issue in the U.S.,” he went on, indicating people are more apt to be told what they should eat than how they should behave.

Morton has served on a number of corporate boards and civic organizations including the Jewish Federation of Kansas City, Midwest Research Institute, Kansas City Economic Development, and the Pembroke-Country Day School board. He also helped to establish the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation. 

As The Agricultural Business Council's former chair and founder and Outstanding Volunteer, Gina Bowman was commended for her pioneering spirit when she first voluntarily forged the organization in 2003. 
“We needed to teach a little bit about agriculture to the city leaders,” she mentioned as one of the reasons for launching the Council. 

A native of Savannah, Missouri, where she grew-up on a farm, Bowman serves as vice president, government relations, for CVR Energy, Inc., a mid-continent energy company and worked nearly 24 years with Farmland Industries, Inc., where she developed and directed the government relations division. Bowman has been recognized for leadership by the National Association of State Cooperative Councils, the Kansas Cooperative Council, Farmland Industries, Kansas and Missouri Governors and the MO Department of Agriculture. In 2003, the Agricultural Business Council of Kansas City was formed.  She served as the volunteer chair of the group for its first two years, providing untold hours of service in the critical formative years of the group.  She is also a member of Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce Committees, the Chamber’s Environmental committee, the Energy Policy Task Force; and the Missouri Animal Health Corridor Initiative Legislative Committee.

It was appropriate that some of today’s most prominent leaders come from agribusiness, animal health, energy, biotech and food-related sectors.  From its earliest beginnings in 1821 as a trading post along the Missouri River and as a cattle center in the late 1880s, Kansas City grew from the abundance and innovation of agriculture. 
“Although our cityscape has changed dramatically, agri-business and its related industries continue to shape who we are and who we will become," notes Petersen. "The Council was pleased to honor some of those individuals whose contributions influence both our foundation and future.”

-- End --


Attached:  photo and caption of honorees: http://agribusinesscouncilofkc.com/awards.aspx.  
For a high resolution version of this photo and any additional information, please contact Bob Petersen at bob@petersenconsultingllc.com or 816.628.1287.
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